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editorial 

WHY THEBE MUST BE A REFERENDUM 


DIRECT DESCENDANTS of the Pitcairn settlers, together 
with their wives and husbands, are a majority of the elect¬ 
ors of Norfolk Island. 

For 120 years the rights of Pitcairners on Norfolk have 
been a vital issue. The settlers and their descendants have 
long believed that rights formally confirmed in them by 
Queen Victoria have been injustly abused. The editor of 
The News believes that an accurate reading of history sup¬ 
ports them. He believes that the Pitcairners have on numer¬ 
ous occasions received shabby treatment from persons in 
positions of authority. He believes that the Nimmo Report 
adds one more link to this shameful chain of events. 

When the Royal Commission into Norfolk Island was 
set up, the Australian Government authorised the most ex- 
tensive-ever examination of the Pitcairners* historical 
rights. Australia hoped - as did people on Norfolk - that 
basic questions and beliefs, handed down from one genera¬ 
tion to the next, would finally be resolved for ail time. 

The Commissioner was ordered in the name of Queen 
Elizabeth II to do more than inquire into the rights. He was 
ordered to take them into account in all recommendations 
he might make for Norfolk Island’s future. The historical 
rights were placed ahead of all other matters that were to 
be taken into account - barring one, which was the inter¬ 
ests of today's residents. 

It was correct for the Government to recognise that 
the historical rights had not been adequately clarified by 
the inquiries and court cases of the past. 

It was correct of the Government to decide that no 
major changes should be made in Norfolk Island until the 
Report, which was expected to clarify the rights once and 
for all, had been received. 

But the Nimmo Report does not clarify the historical 
rights, it leaves them uncertain. It does not take them in¬ 
to account, it simply dismisses them - in the face of evi¬ 
dence, contained within the Report itself, that the rights 
were in fact recognised, confirmed, and ordered by Queen 
Victoria in Council to be preserved. 

This evidence, presented in detail in the major article 
in this issue of The News, is so clear as to be incontrovert¬ 
ible. Sir John Nimmo’s statement that ’’there is no legal 
foundation for them whatever” is simply inconsistent with 
the facts. 

"To err is human; to forgive, divine, " says an old 
maxim. Sir John Nimmo should be forgiven his error. 

But the error itself must not be accepted. It must not be 
relied on, as if it were a truth, by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. It must not be permitted to go ringing down through 
history as if it were a truth. 

The error is disabling to the entire Royal Commission 
Report. Every important recommendation in the Report 
threads back to the erroneous assertion that the Pitcairn 
settlers had not been granted the right of self-government 
by Queen Victoria in Council. 

The Pitcairners’ rights still remain to be clarified. It 


is possible that in a thorough and correct study of history 
it might be found that the rights of the original settlers had 
faded over the years, and that they disappeared altogether 
at some particular point of past time. On the other hand 
it might be established clearly that the erosion of those 
rights was immoral and perhaps did not legally occur, and 
that they exist in some meaningful form today. No one can 
know until a correct and thorough study has been done - and 
in passing, it would seem reasonable that the Australian 
Government, having financed this latest abuse of the rights, 
should be willing to finance a correct study at last. 

It is accepted in the civilised world today that the 
people of a territory that does not enjoy self-government 
should have the right to determine for themselves what 
their direction of political advancement should be. The 
United Nations has enunciated this principle and Australia 
has freely accepted it. 

To anyone who thoughtfully examines the statements 
and actions of the Australian Government during the past 
two months, there is clear reason to believe that the Aus¬ 
tralian Parliament, in which Norfolk Island has no elected 
representation, may be about to determine the Island’s 
future-direction-of political advancement. This could be 
done with an astonishingly simple-looking action, described 
in "Norfolk Diary" on page twelve this issue. 

The electors of Norfolk Island are the only people ii 
the world who have the right to say whether they want that 
direction of political advancement, or whether they would 
prefer some different direction. Sir John Nimmo does not 
have the right to make that decision for them, whatever 
reasons he gives for depreciating the views of residents. 
Australia does not have that right either, however much 
money it spends on Norfolk Island, and however costly and 
time-consuming it thinks a Referendum would be. 

Even if there were no United Nations principles con¬ 
cerning the political development of territories - or eve * 
if Australia had not endorsed those principles - the Niim 
Report's fundamental error on historical rights would make 
a Referendum essential. If Australia were to take it onto 
itself to impose major changes in the government of the 
people of the Island without reliable knowledge of wha" 
the historical rights may be, it would be an action so auto¬ 
cratic and immoral as to be sickening. 

There is only one way in which the direction of the 
Island's political advancement can morally be determined. 
Not by argument. Not by a Royal Commission. Not by 
investigations. Not by petitions. Not by submissions. Not 
by pleas. Not by decisions of those who believe they have 
authority - or even by those who believe they have a dut>. 
Not by the Minister. Not by the Australian Parliament. 

It can morally be determined only by the electors of 
Norfolk Island, expressing their own majority choice in the 

complete privacy of a polling booth. It is unconscionable 
for Australia to be refusing to allow us to have a Referendum. 
There must be one before a single further decision is made. 
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THE BONGO 


Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
' suspension too. 


THE Vi TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that’s great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? 

THE BIG TON 

Here’s power, reliability 
and performance. 

Here's 94 BHP from 
Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
overhead cam engine 
in your choice of cab 
and chassis, ute, tray or 
container van. All-synchro 
4-speed gearbox, massive box ^ 
section frame. Cab and chassis? 

* 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
on all three vehicles. 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprietor: J. W, FITZPATRICK 















A FUNDAMENTAL FLAW has been discovered in the Report 
of the Royal Commission into Matters Related to Norfolk 
Island. 

The flaw is a mis-statement of the facts concerning the 
historical rights of the Pitcairners. 

Historical rights were the second most important matter 
that the Commission was instructed to take into account in 
reaching its conclusions about Norfolk Island. The only mat¬ 
ter given greater precedence was the interests of today's resi¬ 
dents of the Island. 

The flaw appears to have grown from the approach of the 
Commission in studying the origins of the Pitcairners' right 
to self-government. It appears that the Commission began 
by searching for historic records of some action by which the 


right of self-government was formally granted. 

When no record of such an action could be found, the 
Commission apparently concluded that the right did not ex¬ 
ist. 

The Commission somehow overlooked the fact that the 
right of self-government had existed on Pitcairn’s long before 
the British Government had any role in the Island's affairs, 
and that it was not a right that needed to be granted. 

The Commission also apparently missed the significance 
of the instructions by the Queen in Council to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's first Governor, who was specifically ordered to pre¬ 
serve die laws by which the Pitcairners governed themselves. 

The details of this basic flaw in die Report are set out in 
this article. 


CRUCIAL FLAW FOUND IN 
ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT 


Basic Error on Pitcairners’ Rights 


ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL aspects 
of the Royal Commission inquiry into 
Norfolk Island's future was the ques¬ 
tion of the historical rights of the de¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn families who 
were settled in Norfolk in 1856. 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir John 
Nimmo, says: 

"Evidence from these people re¬ 
vealed a widespread firmly and 
honestly held belief that Queen 
Victoria gave Norfolk Island to 
their ancestors in 1856 for the pur¬ 
pose of enabling them to continue 
the way of life they had thitherto 
enjoyed in Pitcairn Island. 

"It is virtually on that basic be¬ 
lief that the claim to the so-call¬ 
ed historical rights rests for they 
are inextricably linked to the Pit¬ 
cairn way of life itself. " 

In the Letters Patent appointing 
the Royal Commissioner the histori¬ 
cal rights of the Pitcairn settlers and 
their descendants were considered 
among the most important considera¬ 
tions that were to be taken into 
account -- second only to the in¬ 
terests of present-day Norfolk Island 
residents. 

Sir John Nimmo's findings and 
recommendations on these histori¬ 
cal rights are a cornerstone of his 
Report. Until he had determined 
what these historical rights were he 
would have been unable to proceed 
to further consideration of the Island's 
future. 

His conclusion was that the most 
important rights that Pitcairn descen- 
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scendants believed they had were 
these; 

"(a) The right to live in Norfolk 
Island which 'belonged to' the 
Pitcairners and their descendants, 
"(b) A right to govern themselves 
as their ancestors did in Pitcairn's, 
subject to and in accordance with 
British law." (P.84 of the Report). 
His conclusion on these two rights, 
after studying them, was as follows: 

“Turning now to the question of 
the validity of the first two claims, 
it needs to be said at the outset that 
there is no legal foundation for them 
whatever. Neither from the evidence 
given in mainland Australia and in 
Norfolk Island, nor from examina¬ 
tion of archival records in Australia, 
New Zealand and England, has any 
proof been revealed that Queen 
Victoria in Council or the Imperial 
Parliament, the only powers with 
the authority to do so, did, in fact, 
formally grant these or any other 
rights to the Pitcairners. No letter, 
no declaration, no Order in Coun¬ 
cil and no Imperial Act was pro¬ 
duced in evidence or discovered by 
the Commission, in Australia, Nor¬ 
folk Island, New Zealand or England, 
which could in any way support these 
claims. “ (P.85 of the Report). 

THIS STATEMENT IS IN DIRECT 
CONFLICT WITH EVIDENCE CON¬ 
TAINED ELSEWHERE IN SIR JOHN 
NIMMO'S REPORT, 


February 1977 


On page 41-42 of the Report are 
the instructions given to Governor 
Denison, who was proclaimed 
Governor of Norfolk Island by an 
Order in Council of 24 June, 1856. 

The instructions 1 1 6 Governor 
Denison were given by the Queen in 
Council. The instructions Vvere sent 
to Denison along*with the Order in 
Council by Hon. Henry Labouchere. 
They bore the Royal Sign Manual 
and Signet. They read, in part, 
as follows; 

"... whereas the inhabitants of 
the said island are chiefly emigrants 
from Pitcairn’s Island in the Pacific 
Ocean, who have been established 
in Norfolk Island under our authority 
and who have been accustomed in 
the territory from which they have re¬ 
moved to govern themselves by laws 
and usages adapted to their own state 
of society, you are.,. to preserve 
such laws and usages, ana to adapt 
the authority vested in you by the 
said recited Order in Council to their 
preservation and maintenance. “ 

(Page 42 of the Report -- underlining 
added.) 

BY THESE INSTRUCTIONS THE 
QUEEN IN COUNCIL FORMALLY 
RECOGNISED THE PITCAIRNER'S 
RIGHT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES 
AND ORDERED THAT THIS RIGHT 
BE PRESERVED. 

These instructions do not merely 
"support" the claim of the Pitcairn 
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descendants that there existed a his¬ 
toric right to self-government; they 
prove it. They utterly disprove Sir 
John Nimmo’s statement that ’'there 
is no legal foundation whatever” for 
the claim. They utterly disprove 
Sir John NLnmo’s statement that no • 
evidence could be discovered which 
could in any way support the claims. 
The evidence was not only discovered 
by the Commission; it is printed on 
page 42 of the Commission’s Report. 

Sir John Nimmo states on page 86 
of Ms* Report as follows; 

’’Again, in respect of the present 
claim that the Pitcairners were given 
in 1856 the right to self-government, 
it should be pointed out that they 
did accept in 1857 the simple set 
of thirty-nine laws drawn up by 
Governor Denison ... Acceptance 
in this manner of laws devised by 


a non-Pitcairn authority does imply 
a departure from the assertion by the 
Pitcairners of their 1856 understand¬ 
ing that they would govern them¬ 
selves. " 

These laws were not ” devised by 
a non-Pitcairn authority”. Sir John 
Nimmo's statement is incorrect. 

The proof of this is found in his own 
Report. 

The first proof is the Instructions 
to Governor Denison, quoted above. 
His authority was limited by Queen 
Victoria in Council to making laws 
that preserved the laws of Pitcairn. 
He was not authorised to ”devise” 
a new set of laws and he did not do 
so. 

The second proof is on page 44 
of the Report, which states* 

’’During his visit to Norfolk, at 
a meeting at Government House, 


Gjvernor Denison also obtained the 
islanders’ approval for a set of 
thirty-nine simple rules for their 
governance, based on those found 
acceptable at fritcairn*$ a nd which 
he.. .had compiled in conjunction 
with the islanders’ pastor. Rev. G.H. 

Nobbs, and the Chief Magistrate^ 

Frederick Young. H (Underlining add¬ 
ed.) 

GOVERNOR DENISON ONLY HAD 
AUTHORITY TO PRESERVE THE 
PITCAIRN LAWS FOR SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNMENT. THE LAWS FOR NOR¬ 
FOLK WERE DRAWN UP BY REV. 
NOBBS, CHIEF MAGISTRATE 
YOUNG AND GOVERNOR DENI¬ 
SON WORKING SIDE-BY-SIDE. 

THE PITCAIRNERS WERE ABLE TO 
SATISFY THEMSELVES THAT THE 


WHAT IS 


IT IS POSSIBLE for people to argue 
about ’’rights” for generations, with¬ 
out ever reaching agreement between 
the two sides of the argument. This 
does not necessarily mean that nei¬ 
ther side of the argument is correct; 
it can simply mean that the two 
sides are arguing about different 
things. 

The Pitcairn settlers and their de¬ 
scendants have been arguing with 
British, New South Wales and Aust¬ 
ralian authorities about their rights 
ever since the possibility of leaving 
Pitcairn’s first became a serious idea. 

▲ 

A "right” can be discussed factu¬ 
ally only if the people in the dis¬ 
cussion make clear what sort of 
right they are discussing. Is it a 
right according to the laws in a part¬ 
icular country at a particular time? 

Is it a right that has been granted by 
someone in power, who agrees to 
grant the right for some particular 
period of time? Is it a right that 
comes from negptiation between 
two groups, which they both agree 
to recognise so long as they are able? 

Is it a right supposedly based on "the 
natural order of things”? Is it a 
right that has been exercised so long 
that it would be unfairly upsetting to 
take it away without negotiation? 

A "right" can be discussed ration¬ 
ally provided those in the discussion 
agree that they are discussing some 
specific kind of right, such as one 
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of those mentioned, or of some other 
specific kind. Until this is agreed, 
the idea of a "right” is not a matter 
of fact at all; it is only a political 
belief, or a point of view, or a 
battle-cry, or a recommendation -- 
or a legend, passed down from one 
generation to the next. 

It is important to Australia and to 
Norfolk Island that "rights” should 
be discussed rationally, because the 
factual understanding of rights is 
essential in the prevention of tyr¬ 
anny and in the development of 
social justice. 

Some philosophers have argued 
over the centuries that certain rights 
are "natural” and eternal rights of 
human beings, but such claims vary 
from one philosopher to another, 
and from one age to another. The 
author of a letter to The Times in 
London, for example, asserted that 
it was a natural right of human be¬ 
ings to walk across golf courses. 

▲ 

Discussed rationally, it seems 
clear that no rights are eternal, 
and that none can be granted eter¬ 
nally. In a totalitarian country the 
individual may have few rights to do 
as he wishes. In a democratic coun¬ 
try it is generally agreed that indivi¬ 
dual rights should be limited as little 
as possible: the idea of a democratic 
government is to organise the com¬ 
munity’s rules so as to assure, so far 
as is possible,, .that every person can 

February 1977 


live as that person chooses. The 
right to live this way is not eternal; 
it can exist only so long as die democ¬ 
racy exists. 

The Australian Government’s Con¬ 
stitution includes no listing of the 
rights of individuals under its author¬ 
ity. When an individual believes one 
of his "rights" is being abused, his 
complaint can often be settled by dis¬ 
cussion with the trespasser or with 
those in authority. Sometimes it is 
settled by going to court, where the 
complaint is disposed of by a Judge, 
usually taking into account what 
"rights” have been upheld by Judges 
in die past. When a complaint en¬ 
ters the courts, it enters a world very 
different from the world where ordin¬ 
ary people live, and decisions are 
sometimes made on grounds that 
seem quaint, or pernickety, or un¬ 
related to common sense. 

The "rights” of people under the 
authority of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment are not, however, determined 
only by Judges. It is not written in¬ 
to the Australian Constitution, but 
almost every person in the Austral¬ 
ian Government would agree that no 
one should be deprived of a freedom 
that he or she enjoys unless fair 
cause can be shown for taking that 
freedom away. Almost every per¬ 
son in the Australian Government 
would agree that it is not enough 
to say "we have the power to take 
this freedom away"; there must al- 
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LAWS WERE EXACTLY WHAT THE 
PITCAIRNERS WANTED. 

Returning to the first historical 
right mentioned by Sir John Nimmo, 
there is no need to argue whether 
Queen Victoria gave die Pitcairners 
a right to live in Norfolk Island. It 
is enough to say that by formal and 
official orders the people of Pitcairn 
v/ere carried by a British ship to Nor¬ 
folk Island, and re-settled there. 

This is unshakably recorded in history. 

Under what terms and conditions 
were they given the right to live in 
Norfolk Island? This is the remaining 
question. 

Sir John Nimmo, like inquirers be¬ 
fore him, goes to pains to prove that 
Norfolk Island was not "ceded" to the 
Pitcairners. 

The word "ceded" has exact legal 


meanings, and it may be provable 
that Norfolk Island was not "ceded" to 
the Pitcairners. 

But the claim, as Sir John Nimmo 
states on page 84 of his Report, is that 
they were given a historical right that 
Norfolk Island should "belong to" them. 
It is clear that they were given the 
right to use Norfolk Island as if it were 
their*; to have it be their own home¬ 
land, to use and govern as they them¬ 
selves saw best; to have it not "belong" 
to others, unless they chose to sell 
some of their own private landholdings 
to others. 

In the 160-page Summing-Up 
Address of the Counsel Assisting the 
Royal Commission (Cedric Hampson. 
Q.C.) it is stated as follows: 

"We submit that this is the most 
important right of the people of Pit¬ 
cairn descent. It is submitted that 


what the Imperial Government offer¬ 
ed to the inhabitants of Pitcairn was 
the right to live upon Norfolk Island., 
Many people gave evidence of their 
belief that the Queen has given Nor¬ 
folk Island ter the Piteaiiners. Their 
ancestors had this same belief. From 
this belief they deduced rights of 
ownership, self-government and so 
on. In our submission the Queen 
gave them Norfolk Island in the 
sense that they were given die right 
to live there. We submit that the 
evidence discloses a histori cal right 
of the Pitcairners to live on Norfolk 
Island." 

Yet Sir John Nimmo states that 
no evidence was introduced which 
"could in any way support these 
claims.. .claims unsupported by any 
legal authority..." (Page 85 of the 
Report.) 


A “RIGHT”? 


so be just cause for doing so. This 
is not because human beings have 
eternal rights. It is because the Aust¬ 
ralian Government is a democracy 
in'which such rights are wanted to 
be upheld and protected. 

On Pitcairn's Island the descen¬ 
dants of the "Bounty" mutineers 
enjoyed from birth the freedom to 
govern themselves, and to use the 
land of the Island as they agreed 
among themselves it should be used. 

Did they "own" Pitcairns? They 
probably did, as much as it had been 
"owned" by people of the distant past 
who had at one time occupied the Isl¬ 
and. Pitcairn's had been discovered 
by HMS "Swallow", and as it was col¬ 
onised by the mutineers (who were 
British) it was later presumed to be. a 
British possession. From 1780 until 
1815, however, it was not even visit¬ 
ed by anyone from England. 

Pitcairn's Island was never "ceded” 
to the Pitcairners, and they were never 
"formally granted" the right to govern 
themselves. 

The British Government, once it 
took an interest in the Island, could 
have seen no need for "granting" a 
right that was freely exercised for 76. 
years. And it could not have seen any 
sense in "ceding" the Island, because 
the Pitcairners wanted to have their 
Island be a British possession. 

▲ 

In 1856, the Pitcairners were moved 
to Norfolk, which was turned oyer to 


them as an island where they could 
continue living the kind of life they 
had on Pitcairn's. A Governor was 
appointed. The British Government 
instructed him that he was to be re¬ 
sponsible for the Island as a British 
possession, but that his authority was 
limited to preserving and maintain¬ 
ing the kind of laws by which the 
people had governed themselves for 
76 years on Pitcairn's. 

Norfolk may never have been 
"ceded" to the Pitcairners, because 
everyone wished the Island to con¬ 
tinue to be a British possession. The 
Pitcairners may never have been 
"formally granted" the right to gov¬ 
ern themselves because the British 
Government could have seen no need 
for "granting" a right that had been 
freely exercised for generations. 

Even then, 120 years ago, almost 
every person in the British Govern¬ 
ment would have agreed that no one 
should be deprived of a freedom that 
he or she enjoyed unless fair cause 
could be shown for taking that free¬ 
dom away. 

The freedom of the Pitcairners 
to govern themselves was preserved 
and maintained so long as the Brit¬ 
ish Government had authority over 
the Island. In 1895 it was agreed in 
principle that the British Government 
would hand its authority over to the 
Government of New South Wales. 

In 1896 the new Government showed 
that it did not agree with the British 


Government's preservation of the 
Pitcairners' freedom - or right, if 
you like - to govern themselves, 
imposing a new set of laws despite 
the strongest protests from the Pit¬ 
cairners' elected representatives. 

If it has the power to do so, a 
Government can take away rights 
whether just cause is shown for do¬ 
ing so, or not- Rights are not eter¬ 
nal; they reflect the philosophies of 
an era, and more particularly the 
philosophies of the Government of 
the day.;/—"’ 

The Royal Commission into Mat¬ 
ters Relating to Norfolk Island, start¬ 
ed in May 1975, has been by far the 
most detailed and costly investiga¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island history ever 
conducted. The Commissioner was 
instructed, in making his inquiry, 
and recommendations, to take into 
account "die historical rights of the 
descendants of die Pitcairn settlers, 
arising from their settlement in 1856. 

The Royal Commission could have 
been a landmark in settling the genera- 
tions-old question of what the Pitcairn¬ 
ers* rights really were, and are now. 

But the Commissioner's Report fails 
to settle the question. It only con¬ 
tinues an old argument in which the 
two sides are arguing about different 
things. The Commissioner does not 
make clear what he understands a 
"right" to be. He simply uses the 
word as if everyone knew what it 
meant. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL 


GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside th-e swimming pool* If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY Housie; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY Sou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to " Toofey"; FRIDAY” Disco 
Night”; SATURDAY a c andleli ght dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 




MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON, 

WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS, 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 

Reservations - ring 2255 




Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 


































THE THREE-SHELL GAME varies a 
bit from one carnival to another. 
Sometimes it’s three walnut shells, 
with a pea hidden under one of 
them. Sometimes it's three egg 
cups, with a marble hidden. 

Suppose you see a friend, about 
to bet a few bob on the game. You 
say to him, laughing, ” You’re not 
going to play that old game, are 
you?” 

He says, quite seriously, ”1 reck¬ 
on it's a good bet. ” So you laugh 
again, shrug your shoulders, and 
walk on. 

But suppose he is about to bet, 
not a few bob, but his car, or his 
house, or something else of very 
great value. What do you do then? 

You probably take his arm, and 
say "I don’t want to nose in where 
I'm not wanted, but before you 
make that bet, please step over 
here a minute, and let me tell you 
how that game is played. ” 

Norfolk Island is about to play 
the three-shell game, and is about 
to bet its way of life, its form of 
government in the future, and may¬ 
be its tourist industry. The people 
of the Island perhaps have the right 
to bet anything they like, in any 
way they like. 

But before the bet goes down, 
let’s have a talk about how the 
game is played, even though a 
number of other friends are saying 
”Go ahead, make the bet. ” 

The point of the game we are a- 
bout to play is to decide where the. 
best interests of the Island’s resi¬ 
dents lie. 

That’s very difficult - Hot only 
on Norfolk Island, but in any place 
in the whole world. It’s difficult 
because people never can agree 
100on anything; there are always 
differences of opinion. 

Several hundred years ago a new 
way of settling the differences be¬ 
gan to develop. The idea was, 
let everyone vote. Let each one 
say what he or she thinks is best. 
Then count the votes, and do what 


the greatest number of the people 
think would be best. 

And now we come to the three 
shell game. Here is how it works. 

The Island is at a time of change. 
We can’t stay just as we have been. 
In changing io a different kind of 
government, we will have to move 
in one of two directions: either to¬ 
ward more control of Island affairs 
by Australia, or toward more con¬ 
trol of Kland affairs by the people 
who live here. 

The Nimmo Report proposes that 
the Norfolk Council should be giv¬ 
en some additional powers - mostly 
over roads arid other matters that 
in fact have been decided locally 
for a long time. It proposes that al¬ 
most all really important decisions 
on Norfolk Island affairs should be 
made by people in Canberra, who 
would be assigned powers that they 
do not actively exercise now. On 
balance, the Report proposes a kind 
of political development for Norfolk 
that would move as far as is realist¬ 
ically possible in the direction of 
control of Island affairs by Australia 
and as far as is realistically possible 
away from control of Island affairs 
by the people who live here. 

Is that the right direction for the 
Island to move? There are differ¬ 
ences of opinion among residents. 
How should these differences of o- 
pinion be resolved? 

Watch closely, while the pea 
slips from one shell to another. 

Sir John Nimmo says that we 
should not have a vote, and count 
the votes, and do what the great¬ 
est number think would be best-- 
he says that someone else will 
have to make the decision for us. 

The pea moves so unexpectedly 
over under another shell that some 
who weren’t watching closely may 
have missed it. Let’s go through 
it again, this time in slow motion. 

How should a difference of o- 
pinion on Norfolk Island, concern¬ 
ing the direction of the Island's 
futute government, be resolved? 


On Pitcairn's, long ago, they had 
a way of deciding: there was a 
public meeting, and the meeting 
decided. Everyone voted - even 
the women, as early as 1838. 

Australia agrees with the United 
Nations principle th?t the people 
of a non-self-governing territory 
should have the right to determine 
for themselves their direction of 
political development. This is 
determined by haying a vote of 
the electors, and the majority 
decision prevails. 

Now watch closely while die 
pea moves from one place to anoth¬ 
er. Watch - here it goes: 

”The divisiveness (on Norfolk) 
left one with a strong feeling that 
the most urgent need for this small 
community is the early determinar 
tion for it of a lucid set of pro¬ 
gressive policies for the long¬ 
term common good." That is Sir 
John Nimmo speaking. 

Urgent need... small communi¬ 
ty. .. lucid set of progressive pol¬ 
icies. . .long-term common good. 
What's wrong with that? That all 
makes sense. 

. . for it, .. ”That's what's wrong. 
That’s where the pea hops across. 

Lest anyone think it was accidental, 
study the meaning of a remark we un¬ 
derstand the Prime Minister made in a 
recent broadcast, in which he mused 
that the people of Norfolk Island still 
don’t know what they want. 

That’s not true. The people do know 
what they want. The Prime Minir 
ster doesn’t know what they want; 
neither does Sir John Nimmo. And, 
to cover things from top to bottom, 
neither does the editor of the Nor¬ 
folk Island News know what they 
want. But the people know, and 
will say very smartly. Give them 
a fair, simple question - one that 
the Norfolk Island Council says is 
fair, not one thought up in the De¬ 
partment - and let each resident 
go into the privacy of a polling 
booth, and anyone can then see 
what they want. You just add up 
the numbers. The answer is abso¬ 
lutely clear. 

CD Does the Prime Minister want to 
know what the people of Norfolk 
Island believe would be the best 
direction for their government to 
move in the future? If he does, he 
should simply ask his Minister for 
Administrative Services to call for 
a Referendum, on a question that 
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OUTSTANDING HONOUR FROM OUTSTANDING BRITISH MAGAZINE 


Practical Photography 


Camera of the Year 



The camera 


OLYMPUS have scored a 
resounding hat-trick by again 
winning Practical 
Photography's Camera of the 
Yeat. 

The first two times they 
trounced a powerful opposition 
with the amazing Olympus 
OM-1 — now they have won 
again with the more 
sophisticated sister model, the 
automatic OM-2. 

And the OM-2, which was 
just one in a field of 28 eligible 
cameras, received over 20 per 
cent of all the votes cast — an 
even higher percentage than 
the OM-1 secured in previous 
years (13 per cent in 1975 and 
15 per cent in 1976). 

This proves that PP readers, 
who can be described as 
representing the average keen 
British amateur, are more than 
ever convinced of the 
superiority of Olympus 
technology, based as it is on 
the "smaller, lighter, quieter" 
philosophy. 

Just how much the 
popularity of the Olympus, as 
measured by PP Camera of the 
Year polls, has affected the 
market generally, has been 
demonstrated by a pronounced 
shift toward more compact 
35mm SLR cameras. Such 
well-established manufacturers 
as Canon and Asahi Pentax, for 
example, have now bowed to 
the inevitable winds of change 
and are themselves bringing 
out lighter, smaller and more 
streamlined units. In some 
cases they are even beginning 
to leave the one that started it 
all — the OM-1 — noticeably 
bigger! 


As one voter, Brian 
Cocksedge of Lincoln, so aptly 
described the OM-2 "Olympus 
have inserted a large brain in 
the small body of the OM-1". 

Well, of course, it is the 
particular aperture preferred 
automatic metering system of 
the OM-2 that makes it stand 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, if nothing else. For 
a start, it is about 32 times as 
sensitive as the average TTL 
CdS meter. It takes a reading 
from the light reaching the focal 
plane during, and not before the 
exposure. It does this by a 
silicon photocell reading of a 
computer-analysed pattern of 
tiny black and white squares in 
front of the shutter blind. In 
normal light situations, the 
reading is centre-weighted, but 
when the light gets poor, it 
averages out. On long 
exposures it will simply close 
the shutter when it thinks 
enough light has reached the 
film, even if the light changes in 
strength during the exposure. It 


is truly a camera that sets you 
free to create the picture. 

And it shares the full 
specification of the OM-1 
bayonet mount; speeds from 1 
second to 1/1000 sec; film 
speed setting from ASA 
12-1600; an extra big, bright 
viewfinder that gives you 97 per 
cent of the actual picture field; a 
self timer; a depth of field 
preview button; and a total 
weight of just 690 grammes 
with an f/1.8 lens. 

Behind the camera is the 
comprehensive and lightweight 
Olympus system with a full 
range of lenses, including such 
niceties as a motordrive 
capable of giving you five 
frames a second, and recordata 
backs. 

There is just one thing the 
OM-2 hasn't got, which the 
OM-1 has — and that's a 
mirror-lock capability. If you ask 
Olympus why, they will tell you 
that the shutter is so smooth on 
the OM-2, they decided it wasn't 
necessary! 


CAME RA LI N ES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 












Council agrees is a fair one; and 
until it is completed, he should 
see that not a single further change 
is made in the laws that apply to 
the Island. 

0Or could it be that the Prime Min¬ 
ister thinks it is unimportant, or per¬ 
haps irrelevant, what the people of 
Norfolk Island think would be best? 

CD Or could it be that the Prime Min¬ 
ister would actually prefer that no 
one discovers what the people of 
Norfolk Island believe would be 
best? 


Plan "T" - the end of 
self-governnent on Ni 

THE GREATEST THREAT to demo¬ 
cracy on Norfolk Island at this mo¬ 
ment is "Plan 'T'\ 

That is not the official name for 
the plan. It^robably does not ev¬ 
en have an official name, although 
it should have one. Scarcely any¬ 
one on the Island is aware of it, 
although it would be well under¬ 
stood in Canberra. 

Plan "T M can be put into effect 
by Australia without adding even 
one word to existing laws, and 
without the consent of the people 
of the Island or even prior discus¬ 
sion with anyone on the Island, 

It would make all of the main 
recommendations of the Nimmo 
Report mandatory, with a single 
stroke of a pen. 

"T H can be taken to stand for 
"tax" or for "Treasury", but what 
it really stands for is "take-over". 

Plan "T" is put into effect by in¬ 
cluding Norfolk in the Australian 
income tax system. This can be 
done simply by deleting the two 
words "Norfolk Island" from the 
existing tax law, in a paragraph 
stating which Territories are to be 
given certain Territory treatment 
under the law. No special bill 
would be needed to be drafted -- 
the deletion could quickly be tack¬ 
ed onto a tax ammendment bill 
that was going through for other 
reasons. 

And from that instant, the direct¬ 
ion of Norfolk's political develop¬ 
ment would be completely deter¬ 
mined, without the Island's con¬ 
sent. 

Is tax that important? Of course 
it isn't. Most residents who gave 
evidence to the Royal Commission 
made it clear that they had no ob¬ 
jection to paying taxes - provided 
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they were paid to a Norfolk sys¬ 
tem, rather than the Common¬ 
wealth system. 

But tax puts Plan "T" fully into 
action. 

If we are taxed by Australia, we 
must be given Australian social 
service benefits. 

We must also be given some sort 
of representation in Parliament, 
because taxation demands repre¬ 
sentation. 

And if we are represented in the 
Parliament, clearly all the laws 
made by that Parliament must ap¬ 
ply to us, unless specifically sta¬ 
ted not to apply. 

And if we are subject to all Aus¬ 
tralian laws, we obviously must 
accept all of Australia's massive 
regulations concerning wages, 
hours, safety codes, inspections, 
returns, reports, permits, quotas, 
clearances, compensation, ILO 
conventions, arbitration, and all 
the other hundreds of means by 
which Australia finds it necessary 
to monitor and control the con¬ 
duct of its citizenry. 

All of that would follow the in¬ 
clusion of Norfolk in the existing 
Australian tax act, as certainly 
as night must follow day. 

Australia has already put two of 
the Nimmo recommendations into 
effect without any consultation 
with the Norfolk Island Council. 
The Island was simply informed, 
afterward, that the decision had 
been made. Including Norfolk in 
the mainland tax system could be 
done with less discussion than the 
other two decisions required. And 
Australia might possibly point out 
that tax was only one Nimmo rec¬ 
ommendation -- that there are 70 
other Nimmo recommendations on 
which no formal decision has been 
made. 

It would be unthinkable to make 
such a statement, though,because 
expert administrators in Canberra 
would know, just as clearly as we 
would know,that Plan "T" had been 
put into effect, and that Norfolk 
Island was finished as a place with 
its own distinctive form of govern¬ 
ment. Without our consent. With¬ 
out our even having elected repre¬ 
sentation in the Parliament that 
approved the action. 

We are hanging by the slender 
thread of two little words in the tax 
act. Delete them, and a 120-year 
chapter of history, in which the 
self-governing rights of the Pitcairn 
settlers were undermined and tak¬ 
en away, will at long last come to 
its final, tawdry full stop. 

February 1977 


Sone sound people see 
good In the Nlnso plan 

THIS IS THE third month in which 
The News has been heavily domi¬ 
nated by coverage of the most im¬ 
portant question that Island residents 
have faced in generations - the fu¬ 
ture course of Norfolk's government, 
and the Royal Commission report on 
that subject. 

The December issue expressed a 
number of serious concerns about 
the Nimmo Report, but tried to pre¬ 
sent the Report's main recommend¬ 
ations squarely, related comments 
pro and con at die public meeting, 
and included articles on various fa¬ 
cets of the Report. 

In January The News led off with 
an editorial asking whether Australia 
really wanted Norfolk to give up its 
way of life - badly enough to under¬ 
mine our tourist industry. There 
was a long "Norfolk Diary" telling 
of the developments during the pro¬ 
ceeding month, which ended on the 
encouraging note that the Admini¬ 
strator had fully supported Council's 
request for adequate time to pro¬ 
pose alternatives to the Nimmo rec¬ 
ommendations. Council Transcript 
had position statements from all the 
Councillors, each of whom felt the 
Report would damage Norfolk seri¬ 
ously unless it were substantially 
modified. 

(The request for adequate time, 
incidentally, was rejected. This was 
a shock to Council. It may also have 
been the new Administrator's first 
personal experience of finding that 
something that seems entirely reas¬ 
onable on Norfolk can be rejected 
out of hand in Canberra. It was a 
clear object lesson in who wields the 
stick.) 

During January we began wonder¬ 
ing if The News's coverage was ov¬ 
erlooking the other side of the ques¬ 
tion, and set out to find out what 
was in the minds of people who sup¬ 
port the idea of integrating Norfolk 
into Australia. 

We had long talks with a number 
of people we like and respect who 
can see good in the Report. That is 
reassuring because if the Island is 
permitted to have a Referendum, as 
it certainly should be, there should 
be informed and hard debate before 
people go to the poll. No one should 
vote out of habit, or personal friend¬ 
ship, or momentary inclination. Every 
resident should look at both sides. 

(please turn to the next page) 
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Some who say they are pro-Nimmo 
have an eye on the good range of 
social benefits that the Australian 
system provides. Their attitude is 
very human and direct: if there are 
some valuable benefits available, 
let's have them. People of this 
mind appear, on the whole, to be 
people who would pay little or no 
tax under Australia's system. 

That view may have been the ba¬ 
sis for a petition that was promoted 
during January. It supported the 
Nimmo Report "in principle* 4 but 
it may unintentionally have done 
great damage to the pro-Nimmo 
cause. The Report involves a pack¬ 
age that includes income tax, 
death duties, social benefits, all 
Australian laws, and putting the 
Island into the Canberra elector¬ 
ate. These are inseparable: if you 
get one, the others go with it. The 
petition made no specific mention 
of anything but social benefits - 
and even with that attractive bias, 
we understand that fewer than 200 
residents were willing to sign. 

Another line of thought expres¬ 
sed by people who lean toward the 
Report is that the "Norfolk way of 
life” has suffered such a lot of de¬ 
terioration. especially in the past 
15 years or so, that there isn't much 
worth hanging onto any more. The 
extreme of this viewpoint, held by 


some, is that living on Norfolk is 
no different from living anywhere 
else. 

The most thoughtful and analyt¬ 
ical pro-Nimmo view we've heard 
is one that has to be given serious 
attention. It says that the Island's 
need for health, education and 
social benefit spending is probably 
going to go on increasing, and 
that new sources of revenue will 
have to be found to cover these 
needs. The Nimmo Report (says 
this view) offers a concrete solu¬ 
tion to the problem: pay Austra¬ 
lian taxes at the going rate, and 
draw from Australia’s vast gener¬ 
al funds to finance the costs. If 
there is an alternative way of fi¬ 
nancing these costs, it's hard to 
see what it is at the moment. If 
there is no other sound way to fi> 
nance them, let’s don't let the 
Nimmo plan slip past us. 

That viewpoint also says that 
Norfolk has shown it can adapt 
to great changes, and will prob¬ 
ably be able to adapt quite well to 
the changes that would be involved 
if the Nimmo Report is implemen¬ 
ted. 

That viewpoint has to be weighed 
and the questions it implies have 
to be answered. Norfolk can't go 
back to a tough life where the weak 
fell by the wayside. The Island has 


social obligations to less fortunate 
people, to the younger generation 
and to ordinary citizens. Those who 
favour a separate Island tax-and- 
benefits system will need to devel¬ 
op extremely sound and believable 
plains for meeting these obligations, 
not just for the' moment but on a 
continuing basis, taking into account 
the fact that inflation will no doubt 
rage on and that everything from 
teachers' salaries to the cost of hos¬ 
pital supplies will be higher every 
year. 


Which ship to join? 

No one in the world knows what 
will actually ensue if Norfolk is in¬ 
tegrated into Australia --or what 
will actually ensue if Norfolk takes 
on considerably more responsibility 
for its own well-being. It will in¬ 
volve a voyage into the unknown, 
either way, and The News’s edito¬ 
rial position today is that the course 
for that voyage can only be set by 
the majority vote of {he Island's 
residents. We arp convinced that it 
would be wrong for anyone, whether 
he used force, or was just a smooth 
talker, or was "acting in our own best 
interest” to impress us into service on 
any ship that most of us did not really 
want to join. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
' "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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HANDBOOK 


for FEBRUARY 


^ what’s on 
^ where to tind it 

► best shopping 

► Norfolk calendar 

► Island map 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 
^ shipping information 

HCH 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 
















































































































ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND-RUBY-SAPPHIRE-EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 

ROUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a '’must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue yon will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phoa# 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
Ham and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Cotin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and f. 30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again from 12.15 
to 4. 00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday, 9. 00am to 12. 30 
.and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-5pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS* Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
£ri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
^Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; t At P;0. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar, 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
ib-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 

generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
6ar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3gpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETOOL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 

AT THE CASCADE ROAD HALL 
(below the Methodist Church) 


“NATURAL HISTORY” 

Flora A Fauna Conservation 

“PEOPLE AND THEIR HERITAGE” 
Norfolk Islanders telling their own History. 

“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN* ’ 

A MUST FOR ALL VI8ITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 130 PEOPLE. 

Tills PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
Af® B SHORN EARLY W THE WEEK. 


Information and tickets at. 


HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2250 

NORFOLK iSutNl) IS UNIQUE 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 

























Minolta presents 
“The New Time Movies.” 


XL-660 SOUND 




XL-440 SOUND 


Compact and light-weight XL Sound 
cameras easy to handle even in low 
light conditions. 

Highly responsive TTA and 
servomotor-driven EE system to 
provide correct exposure at all times. 

Information-center viewfinder lets you 
concentrate on filming. 



XL-225 SOUND 


C AM E RA LI N ES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PH O T O GR A PH I C iSTOR'E 






COrituum i3/o oy me NorioiK island News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 




fere are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

the TRADING post 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT” 


nary 7 niVC 7 Oft AA n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UlE»N 1 UAlO “* I •OU i! XO 5J piB only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs...teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 







o 

People who wear an Omega know why. 




Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 









One of the finest manual turntables ever made. 
Sansui’s SR-717 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


servomotor with its own solid-state elec¬ 
tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 










Tk ‘NorfoLk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE 


1 


Rise 5.47 


Set 7.15 


•Film.smVdfVV) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•C’m'dants Dinner 



WED 

Rise 5.48 


Set 7.14 


•Film. sm*b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open nlght(Nlk) 


Rise 5.51 


Set 7.12 


Rise 5.52 Set 7.11 


QRise 5.52 Set 7.11 


g Rise 5.53 Set 7.10 


• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 
•C’m'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


• Council meeting 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 



Rise 5.56 


Set 7.07 



Rise 5.57 


Set 7.06 



Rise 5.58 


Set 7. 05 



Rise 5.59 s « 7.04 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b*d(VV7.30p) 


•Housie (LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm’b'd (SP) 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

• C'm’dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


20 


Rise 6.02 Set 7.00 



Rise 6.03 Set 6.59 


Rise 6.03 oet 6.58 


Rise 6.04 Set 6.57 


•Housie(LC) 

•Church services •Film(Nlk) 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) •Sm'b'd(8P) 


• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


27 


Rise 6.07 Set 6.53 


Rise 6.08 Set 6.52 


"•HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN FEBRUARY*" 

rt* 


• Church services 
•Film,sm , b , d(VV7.30p) 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 


Feb.2,1790. Norfolk population 149 

Feb. 6,1808, Capt. Folger discovers Pitcairn Settlement 

Feb. )4,1788 "Supply "leaves for Norfolk Island 

Feb. 23* 1814 First Settlement Abandoned. Buildings 

demolished about this time. 


CALENDAR Febn,arv 1977 


THU .O 

Rise 5.49 Set 7.14 


F RI 

Rise 5.49 Set 7.13 


SAT 


5 Rise 5.50 


Set 7.13 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary (Nlk6. 30p) 


• Film (RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 



•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



Rise 5.54 


Set 7.09 



Rise 5.55 


Set 7.o8 



Rise 5.55 


Set 7.08 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBtQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 


•Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 




Rise 6.00 Set 7.03 



Rise 6.00 s et 7.02 



Rise 6.01 Set 7.01 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


• SDA service 

• Housie(RS L8. OOp) 



Rise 6.05 Set 6.56 


Rise 6.05 Set 6.55 


26 


Rise 6.06 Set 6.54 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6.3 Op) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open nigh t(Pds) 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



» 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set - Sunset 
a “ a. m* 
p . “ p* m. 


LOCATIONS 


A 

- Administration 


Building 

BP 

- Burnt Pine 

BC 

- Bowling Club 

BCP 

- Bicentennial Park 

BH 

- Branka House 

C 

- Catholic Church 

CE 

- All Saints 

EB 

- Emily Bay 

G 

* - Garrison Rest. 

GC 

- Golf Club 

H 

- Hospital 

KO 

- Kingston Oval 

Lib 

- Library 

LC 

- Leagues Club 

LK 

- Lime Kiln BBQ 

M 

- Museum Building 

MC 

- Methodist Church 

Nik 

- Norfolk Hotel 

Pds 

- Paradise 

PH 

- Pitcairners Hall 

RH 

- Rawson Hall 

RSL 

- R.S.L. Club 

Scl 

- N.I. School 

SDA 

- 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP 

- South Pacific 

StB 

- St. Barjiabas Chapel 

SW 

- Simons Water 

VV 

- Valley View 

YC 

- Youth Centre 










jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 

direct from Peking 



diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 
and amber i, 


om the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1,. 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10. 30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 The Paramor Sound 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 

ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 

8. 00 Feature artist- 


8.30 Bruce's Beat 

9. 00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 
10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N. I. Council 
Meeting 

6 . 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S. D. A, program 


4-6. 30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs.- in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8 . 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10 . 05 The "Who" Story 

(pop music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 
Germ any/Netherlands 

12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 
Mu^c, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 

10.00 Mainly Pop 
11.00 Top Of Pops/ 
Requests 

12. 00 Local News 
1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 
6 . 05 Simon & G'f'nkle 

6.30 Comedy 
7.00 Rowdy's Roundup of 
Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 

8 . 00 Drama 

9. 0Q Variety Show 
10.00 Close 

SUNDAY 


3.00 For your entertainment 
7.00‘Evening Proa, in¬ 
cludes Qiilaren's 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 


FLIGHTS 

# 

SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

RE-CONFIRM 

QANTAS AIRLINES 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 

Dfiy. Arr 

24 HRS AHEAD 

Tues l;Wed 2; Th 3; Fri 4; 

Wed 2;Ffi 4;Sat5;Sun 6; 

Monday 

8.30 

• 

Sat 5;Sun fcMon 7; Wed 9; 

Mon 7; Wed 9;Sat 12;Sunl3 \ 

Tuesday 


CHECK WITH THE 

Fri ll;Sat 12;Sun 13; M 14 

Mon 14;Wed 16;Fri 18; 

Wednesday 

2.30* 

AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 

Wed 16;Fri 18; Sat 19; 

Sat 19;Sun 20;Mon 21; 

Thursday 

8.30* 5.15 

LAYS OR LATE 

Sun 20;Wed 23;Fri 25; 

Wed 23;Fri 26;Sat 26; 

Friday 

8.30 5.15 

CHANGES: 

Sat 26;Sun 27. 

Sun 27;Mon 28 

Saturday 

8.30 5.30* 

QANTAS 2195 

Sunday arr. 3.15. dep. 4.15 

All arr. 10.30, dep. 12.15 

Sunday 

8.30* 5.15 

AIR NZ 21^5 

N.I.A. 2328 

All other days arr. 12.45, 
dep. 1.45 

"indicates 

call at Lord Howe Is. 


> 


t 




WHEEL) 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PA1 NT 1NGS. , . WEA VINGS. .. LO VELT IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OP THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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PRESENTS A RAN6E OF "200IAC" SOUND SYSTEMS 

NOW AVAILABLE 

GEMINI 2 

MERCURY 
LIBRA 

VENUS 

full range of cassette 
decks & other components 



HI-FI professionals all know Sony's superb quality components 

Now you don't need a degree In electronics to choose the Ideal 
music system - Sony's experts have done It for you. 

You get Sony matched audio excellence 

blended with decorator elegance 

HEAR OUR NEW CARBICON SPEAKERS DEMONSTRATED AT SONY HI-FI SHOWROOM 

“ITS A SONY COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL WARRANTY 
DISTRIBUTED ON NORFOLK ISLAND BY HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 









S. A, AU CAPITAL DE 37,8 90,000 C.F.P. 


THE FOLLOWING SHIPPING SERVICES 
ARE NOW BEING OPERATED BY C. C. C. 
FROM SYDNEY AND AUCKLAND 


FROM SYDNEY 

FOLLOWING THE RECOMMISSIONING OF THE VESSEL 
M.V. ILE DE LU MI ERE EARLY IN FEBRUARY, C. C. C. 

WILL BE OPERATING ~A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE FROM 
SYDNEY - LORD HOWE - NORFOLK ISLAND - PORT 
VILA - SANTO - SYDNEY 

p p p apchTQ III QVIMCY hetherington Kingsbury pty. ltd. 

U.V.U. AuDlIu IN UluNtl 37 PITT STREET TELEPHONE 27.1671 


FROM NEW ZEALAND 

C.C.C. WILL BE OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE 
FROM AUCKLAND AND TAURANGA WITH THE M.V. 
CAPITAINE COOK. 

THE VESSEL CAPITAINE COOK IS EXPECTED TO 
RESUME THE NORFOLK ISLAND SERVICE FOLLOWING 
THE CURRENT SAILING OF THE M.V. AIDAN. 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLANO 


SOFRANE UNILINES 
42 CUSTOMS STREET 


TELEPHONE 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


TELEPHONE 2131 (KEN) 


2018 (GEOFF) 









BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN ‘Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told u$: 

?roud's;”Omega watches”. 
Cameralines: w The Olympus OM-2 
Stk camera, at our low price, is an 
outstanding example of value. " 
Miltons; "Vivitar Point-n-shoot 
pocket cameras with built-in flash, 
from $36. 95; and the Topcon IC-1 
electronic automatic SLR camera, 
with a full range of interchangeable 
lenses also available, for $145.” 

The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 
Synchron-plus electric shaver for 
only $31.50 - almost 40°fc less than 
recommended Aust. list price. ” 

The Trading Post; "We have same- 


day mainland newspapers five eve¬ 
nings a week, planes permitting. " 
International Duty-Free; ’’Olympic 
Tisfing tackle, and inflatable boats, 
pools and wigwams from Italy, ” 
Hibiscus Radio Service; "A large 
shipment of Sony, including new 
models, is now available on Norfolk 
at attractive pre-devaluation prices. 
Also, our weekly night of N.I. films 
not shown anywhere else can increase 
your enjoyment of your whole holi¬ 
day for only $1.50, H 
Casa Kui : ”Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ” 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 
Kamak Trading ; "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75.” 


ACROSS 

I. Hereafter at Kingston? 

8. Vine 

9. Top 

10. Instead 

II. Legal stay to 
proceedings 

12. Exclamation 

13. Atlantic trdaty group 

14. State of America 
17. Clerical vestment 

19. Guard 


20. Ledge 

22. Cure 

23. Vegetables 

24. Help 

25. Vacant 

26. Blokes 

DOWN 

1. Pitcairn dish 

2. Steer clear of 

3. Cereal 

4. Notion 


5. Nourishing 

6. Praises 

7. All but abandoned 
by N. I. convicts 

13. Island name 

15. Programme v 

16. Short name for 
Harold 

18. Ship that 
began it all 

20. Thrust 

21. Call 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety offsets 

DeCHESNE’S STORE - Hospital Corner 


Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN’T MANY signs saying 
"Don’t,.. ” on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

• When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet”. If you drive ahead, you’ll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 

AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N. Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 


ANN EFTS 

§||rCDRNEFI FLATS 

P.O.Box 235, Norfolk Island 

^ttldeally situated - easy walk to the 
^^^centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 

Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 


.The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / February 1977 


26 









































































SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 



Fointti Shoot 
Only by Vivitar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
FROM $35“ mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electrpnic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+A BC+A BC +A B C +A RC 

j A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

+ 

O (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


for 


■- >• 

y yy „• 


O 

CQ 
< 

+ 
u 

CQ 
< 

+ 
o 

CQ 
< 

+ 
u 

CQ 
< 

+ 
o 

CQ 
< 
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u 

CQ 
< 

+ 
u 

CQ 
< 

+ 
u 

CQ 
< 

+ 
u 

CQ 
< 

ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AB 


Inspection 
V Welcomed I 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+O 













$139.95 

$200 under 
Sydney price! 




Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Changirg the workft 
standard*of accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 
accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. sa 

SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 










(^ouncil'IJranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


COUNCIL'S CONCERN about the 
possible harmful effects of the Roy¬ 
al Commission recommendations 
was conveyed to the Minister re¬ 
sponsible for Norfolk, Sen. Withers, 
in mid-December. 

The documents handed to the Min¬ 
ister included President of Commit¬ 
tees Bill Blucher's earlier adress tel¬ 
ling how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions would ruin the Island's way 
of life. That address had been en¬ 
dorsed by Council vote, with all 
in favour except one who abstained. 

Also included was a request that 
the Minister personally read Cr. 
Blucher's address if he should agree 
that there was grave danger that the 
Island might be seriously damaged. 

At a subsequent December meet¬ 
ing, Council asked the Minister if 
the February 17th deadline for com¬ 
ment on the Nimmo Report could 
be removed - with the Administra¬ 
tor keeping the Minister assured 
that Council was seriously working 
on its reply. This request for ade¬ 
quate time to develop a better set 
of plans for Norfolk's future was 
fully supported by the Administra¬ 
tor, who cabled separately, endor¬ 
sing the Council's request. 

The Minister's reply on these im¬ 
portant matters was received early 
in January. His answer was a real 
blow to the Council, 

As to Council's belief that Nor¬ 
folk was endangered, Sen. With¬ 
ers said T do not agree there is a 
grave danger that Norfolk Island 
may be seriously damaged. The 
Commonwealth Government will 
be directing its efforts to making 
decisions which will be in the best 
interests of residents of Norfolk 
Island and of Australia... " 

Council's request for adequate 
time to present a thoroughly thought- 
through reply was answered by the 
Department: "The Minister has ask¬ 
ed that you inform Council that he 
is reluctant to provide a further ex¬ 
tension of time. 

The Department also reported 
that the Inter-Departmental Com¬ 
mittee that is planning the Report's 
implementation would not visit the 
Island, as planned earlier. 

"The matter of a visit by officers 
of Taxation and Social Security with 
the objective of better informing 
residents concerning prospective en¬ 


titlements will be separately con¬ 
sidered, ** the Department also re¬ 
ported. 

Here are excerpts from Council¬ 
lors* reaction to the body-blow 
from Canberra: 

Cr. Blucher: "Sir, I am very sur¬ 
prised and rather shocked by the re¬ 
marks of the Minister. 

"I do appreciate the fact that the 
Minister has responded and has in 
fact replied to die questions that we 
have asked but what disappoints me 
is the fact that the Minister replied 
just before we meet which doesn't 
give the Council much time to con¬ 
sider the implications of the state¬ 
ments that he has made in these 
memorandums." 

, We do represent the people 
on the Island and we do consider 
that we have an obligation to the 
people of this Island, and I would 
hope that the Minister would be of 
the view that he also has an obli¬ 
gation to the people of this Island 
as well as Australia. 

"Nevertheless he has reponded 
and it now leaves Council with one 
option and that is to set to and 
place to the Minister - to the Gov¬ 
ernment - its views on those twelve 
key recommendations that he has 
asked for. ” 

Cr. Ryves: "...I'm very, very 
deeply shocked at the Minister's 
reply to Council. 

"I believe Council, in the short 
time that it’s had, has endeavoured 
to try and educate the people in Can¬ 
berra as to what we on Norfolk Island - 
what our life style means to us - I 
think it's all been done with sincer¬ 
ity... 4 

Cr. McIntyre: "... I am at a loss 
to know why the Minister would say 
'I do not agree that there is a grave 
danger that Norfolk Island may be 
seriously damaged*. 

"Perhaps he only means that state¬ 
ment in die context of his following 
sentence that the Commonwealth 
Government will make sure that no 
damage ensues -- I don't know whe¬ 
ther he means that - - but taken on 
the surface the statement is proposed 
in the context of the Nimmo Report 
and this Council has declared that 
the implementation of certain recom- 


“i 

mendations of the Nimmo Report do 
offer a grave danger. 

'1 put it to the Minister that an ex¬ 
pert body --this Council --the most 
expert body on Norfolk Island that 
there is -- has told him that these 
propositions contain a grave danger. 

T hope that I'm not misconstruing 
the Minister's remarks there, but it 
doesn't make it easy to begin to talk 
sensibly and rationally or to feel that 
we as a Council are making progress 
in communicating our views, in the 
light of such a bland assertion. ” 

Cr. Bennett: "Sir, I too am astonish¬ 
ed and shocked again at the Minister's 
reply to our request. 

"It would appear that the decisions 
on the Report of the Royal Commission 
have been long made, and only ques¬ 
tions of how, by whom and when re¬ 
main unanswered. 

The I. D. C. Committee has been 
formed and we note in the words of 
the Chairman of the I.D.C. that the 
I.D. C. should not become a mini- 
Commission." 

Cr. Smith: "... I too am very shock¬ 
ed and disappointed in the Minister's 
reply. 

'It appears to me, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Minister has already made 
a decision - or the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment has already made a decision - 
regarding this Nimmo Report" 

Cr. McKenzie: "... I'm not shock¬ 
ed by the Minister's reply. I could 
see the writing on the wall a long 
time ago and I personally believe 
we’re just wasting our time — 1 
don’t think they're going to take 
the slightest bit of notice of what 
we say... " 

Cr. McIntyre: " .. .1 therefore move 
that the Minister, Sen. Withers, be 
invited to visit the Island to discuss 
with Council the Nimmo Report prior 
to the deadline of 17th February and 
otherwise as soon as possible. 

'That's the motion. 

’In further support of the motion, 

Mr. Chairman, I stress that in moving 
it I have taken into account what I 
know are the many many other duties 
of the Minister, but this is the most 
important single issue in my time on 
Norfolk Island and I think that it 
warrants any amount of call on his 
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time. 

’The purpose is not, of course, to 
respond petulantly. We simply wish 
to present our case in our surrounds 
ings where our case exists. Our case 
grows from our surroundings -- it 
doesn't grow out of Canberra. It can 
be put on paper but over here we're 
living and breathing it every day. 

"I believe that we should bring 
the Minister over. " 

Cr. Ryves: "... In seconding the 
motion, I believe that this is a very 
important step in dealing with the 
questions raised in the Nimmo Re¬ 
port. 

"I think the Minister - perhaps 
from reasons beyond his control, I 
don't know - has rejected the con¬ 
cept of the I. D. C. coming to Nor¬ 
folk Island to acquaint themselves 
of this deep local influence that 
Cr. McIntyre refers to. 

"1 believe, sir, that a lot of our 
propositions that are flowing to the 
Minister are being very very serious¬ 
ly filtered by the Department. This 
may be denied but I don't see the 
possibi lity of a Minister with the 
broad responsibilities of Sen. Withers 
could possibly devote the amount of 
time we would like him to devote 
to this very important issue to Nor-r. 
folk Island. 

"I believe, sir. that if we're 
going to eliminate this filter, we're 
going to stop die Minister having 
just to rubber stamp propositions put 
forward to him by departmental offi¬ 
cers; that a visit to Norfolk Island - 
a re-visit - where he can confirm to 
this Council face-to face the type 
of promises that he did make to us 
in his last visit to the Island — and 
I recall that promise so clearly — 

'this Council will be given every 
opportunity to submit its recommen¬ 
dations* on die Nimmo Report and 
1 can assure you gentlemen that my 
Government will not take any action 
without looking seriously at those 
Council recommendations.' 

"They may not be the exact words 
but that was the intent of them, sir. 
and I believe if we're going to re¬ 
activate this promise of the Minister 
we want him here to do so, and I 
support the motion." 


ONE OF THE WORRIES about the 
Nimmo Report is that Australian 
taxes and other costs will send the 
Island's cost of living shooting up¬ 
ward, and could undermine the Isl¬ 
and's only industry, tourism. 

In December, Cr. Ryves had ask¬ 
ed that Australia provide an inde¬ 


pendent economist to assess the de¬ 
gree of likely damage to tourism. 

'- The request was knocked back in 
>« Canberra. "Appointment'of an inde¬ 
pendent economist is not justified 
and would delay consideration of 
die report, " said the Department. 

Meanwhile a number of residents, 
deeply concerned that Council did 
not have access to professional eco¬ 
nomic assistance, had passed the 
hat and raised funds for Council's 
use. The announcement of their 
effort to raise funds had said "The 
economists would report directly to 
Council or a Committee of Coun¬ 
cil, and the people subscribing to 
the fund do not wish or expect to 
have any part in directing the work 
of the advisers." 

Council had expressed support for 
this effort in December, but the 
funds weren't in then. At Council 
meeting January 12th, the subject 
came up. There was a certain am¬ 
ount of confusion about the situa¬ 
tion - but the Administrator quickly 
took the initiative and effectively 
swept the whole idea into the waste¬ 
basket. 

The fund-raisers believed that any 
privately-organised economic data 
would be suspect, as being self- 
interested - and that only if Coun¬ 
cil hired the advisers would the re¬ 
sulting information be regarded as 
having authoritative status. Here's 
what happened to the idea: 

Cr. Blucher: "... At the last Coun¬ 
cil meeting.... Council supported 
the move from members of the com¬ 
munity to appoint Mr. Shrapnel to 
advise this Council on an economic 
basis. 

"I don't think Council at that time 
moved to physically appoint Mr. 
Shrapnel - I just want to know Coun¬ 
cil's thinking on this matter at this 
particular stage. 

"... Council supported the com¬ 
munity backers and the people that 
went to the trouble to collect. 

They supported, I believe, the in¬ 
tent to appoint, but I don't believe - 
and I can't recall - whether Coun¬ 
cil actually moved to appoint." 
Chairman: "Excuse me, Cr. Blu¬ 
cher. It was certainly not intended, 
as I remember the discussion at the 
meeting, that Council appoint. 

’It was said there were a group 
of people in the community who 
were not named --I remember seek¬ 
ing names at the time --but all you 
did I think was to give support to 
the move of certain people in the 
community to finance this. 

"There was some discussion about 
whether it should actually be Mr. 


Shrapnel or that the name be left 
open. 1 think in the long-run, it 
was decided that Shrapnel's name 
be in. 

"But the Council itself merely 
was giving support to this group of 
business people on Norfolk Island." 

Cr. McIntyre: "The motion that 
went through, Mr. Chairman, appears 
to be that Council gives its support to 
the efforts of members of the com¬ 
munity in funding a preliminary 
assessment of Norfolk Island by Phill¬ 
ip Shrapnel & Co., independent 
economist, and that motion - des¬ 
pite an amendment - went through 
in that form as far as I recall. " 

Chairman: "In fact, if you did do 
that you would be going in a dia¬ 
metrically opposite direction to the 
Minister’s answer to your question 
about the appointment of an econo¬ 
mist, as I recall. 

"After you got the answer from the 
Minister in response to your request 
for an independent economist, then 
there seems to have been the genera¬ 
tion of an idea in some sections of 
the community to appoint its own 
economist, and you sought to give 
support to that —that’s my concept 
of it." 

The subject lapsed there. Thus 
was Norfolk Island deprived of the 
chance to find out authoritatively 
what might happen to its only ind¬ 
ustry if the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions are implemented. 



AUSTRALIA HAS a lot of laws. 

Most of them do not apply to Nor¬ 
folk Island, and in the opinion of 
most members of Council in recent 
years, most of them aren't needed 
on the Island. But with increasing 
frequency they have been made to 
apply here regardless of Council's 
firm advice that they aren’t wanted 
or needed. 

The latest is legislation on the 
registration of business names. The 
Ordinance had been reviewed by 
Council in draft form, and the 
vote at that time said "No, thanks, 
we don't think it's good for Nor¬ 
folk. "But here is what happened on 
January 12 th: 

Chairman. "T. The Governor- 
General in Council made the Busi¬ 
ness Names Ordinance 1976 No. 12 
of 1976 on 22nd November, 1976. 
Notification of the foregoing will 
appear in Norfolk Island Government 
Gazette No. 56 of 2nd December, 
1976, 

"*2. The Ordinance was made in 
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substantially the same torm as con¬ 
sidered by Council on 14th January, 
1976 and I attach a copy of the above- 
mentioned Ordinance. 

"*3. Council will recall that al¬ 
though the abovementioned Ordinance 
accords with the resolution of Council 
at its meeting on 14th January, 1976, 
at a meeting of Council on 21st July, 
1976 Council resolved that the pro¬ 
posed Business Names Ordinance not 
be introduced. 

"*4. I asked the Department of 
Administrative Services whether the 
resolution of Council on 21st July, 

1976 had been considered before the 
Executive Council decision was taken 
on 22nd November, 1976. In reply, 

I have been informed that the re¬ 
solution of 21st July, 1976 was con¬ 
sidered by the Minister and the Gov¬ 
ernor-General in Council, and, not¬ 
withstanding Council*s advice of 21st 
July, 1976, it was considered desir¬ 
able to introduce the legislation both 
for the sake of uniformity and the ob¬ 
vious benefits to the community in¬ 
herent in such legislation/* 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the Department and the 
Administration be asked to bring for¬ 
ward for the consideration of this 
Council in Committee at die same 

if;: 


closed session every particular case 
of a known abuse to which this Ord¬ 
inance would be the answer. 

“The purpose of the motion Mr. 
Chairman is to back the basic pre¬ 
mise of this Council that the Ord¬ 
inance is unnecessary and has no 
contact - that it*s simply being wish¬ 
ed on us from afar. 

**I don*t however want to assert 
that in a vacuum. I think if every 
particular instance of an abuse to 
which the Ordinance might be aim¬ 
ed should be laid out for our con¬ 
sideration. 

"My personal belief is that there 
won*t be any, and I'm not at all 
concerned With the theoretical con¬ 
sideration or beauties of any law 
or Ordinance, and the purpose of 
this Ordinance is merely to pin down 
the practical matters at which the 
Ordinance is aimed of which this 
Council may not be aware. 11 

Cr. Blucher: "1*11 second that mo¬ 
tion. 

"I, quite trankly cannot see, and 
I stated this when Council did ask 
that the Business Names Ordinance 
not be introduced to Norfolk Island, 
the reason why Norfolk Island should 
be encumbered with a complicated 
Business Names Ordinance that, un¬ 


less I can be proven otherwise, does 
not relate very much to present day 
standards of development of com¬ 
merce on the Island or in fact irny 
other type of business.,, 

"We did ask that it not be in¬ 
troduced but, in a similar vein 
to the Probate Administration Ord¬ 
inance, we heard nothing back until 
it was actually implemented. " 

Chairman: "I'm just picking up one 
of your points Cr. Blucher.' 

Tve not studied the merits or de¬ 
merits of this particular piece of 
legislation but it does seem to me 
that the point that you've made is a 
good one -- that if for any reason 
you wish to know - if one citizen 
wishes to know - who runs a business 
called X and Y in Burnt Pine -- whe¬ 
ther it is an individual or whether 
it's a company - -it may be there’s 
a debt -- it may be that they wish 
to sue - - I presume that there should 
be. as I understand there to be on 
the mainland, a record of such busi¬ 
ness names, and that particular point 
to me anyhow would seem to have ar 
advantage to the community.,, 

Cr. McIntyre: "I assumed, Mr, 
Chairman, that when they consid- 


AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

ONE OF NORFO LK* S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 

Luncheon in Garrison Courtyard 

UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE J 

COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
A ND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEA LAND STEA K, 
GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’. 



bowls of crisp tossed salad...hot, crusty French bread &.butter 


Children's portions available 


G rhe . 

arris on 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 


in the EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri. and Sat.; please book-2073 


rain \ 

OR X 
FINE! X 

I 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / February 1977 


31 








ered this file they really had con¬ 
crete abuses in mind -■- they didn't 
wish to load us with an Ordinance 
that had no relevance. 

"If they did, they need only say 
so. 

"If they had no concrete com¬ 
plaints, then they say that we have 
no knowledge of any complaints, 
or any abuses -- we can't give you 
any chapters or verses -- we think 
it's a lovely idea but just in theory. M 

Chairman; "Well, what's been said 
so far is that the Governor-General 
in Council and the Minister have 
said-'.. for the sake of uniformity 
and the obvious benefits to die 
community inherent in the legis¬ 
lation'. 

"That is their decision by way 
of a Government." 

Cr. McIntyre: "They know our deci¬ 
sion and we're Norfolk Island's repre¬ 
sentatives. 

"What I'm trying to do by this mo¬ 
tion is to clarify the grounds on which 
they made their decision and if abuses 
are known then these are proper mat¬ 
ters for our consideration, but once 
again - as Cr. Blucher said - there's 
been no communication and I don't 
want to go off half-cocked if they've 
got a dossier on the matter. On the 
other hand if they haven't, I think 
that we ought to know it. I don't 
want the Administration to go to any 
trouble. If the Administration have 
got a file with these things noted, 
that's what we want to know --if 
they don't have a file then that’s 
what we want to know." 

Chairman; "But you do appreciate 
fhat a Government is there to gov¬ 
ern the country and it makes de¬ 
cisions on these sort of things pre¬ 
sumably with the best information 
it has available and that's been done 
in this case as indeed in lots of other 
cases. 

"Now you are asking the Govern¬ 
ment to justify itself." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Po you know some¬ 
thing we don’t?" 

Chairman: "If you want me to put 
that question to the Government, 

I'll convey it. I don't know what 
answer you'll get." 

Cr. McIntyre: "I want to know, Mr. 
Chairman, if they have any examples 
of concrete abuses, and if they have¬ 
n't would they say so." 

Cr. Bennett; "Sir, I support the 
motion, as I had intended to move 
a motion to repeal die Ordinance 
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and certainly I would hold that back 
in favour of Cr. McIntyre's motion . 
to seek this information first. 

"Sir. if this is another instance 
of legislation foisted upon the 
people of Norfolk Island, against 
the wishes of the elected repre¬ 
sentatives - and further that legis¬ 
lation has obviously been hurried 
through the system for a reason and 
introduced for the sake, in the words 
of the Governor-General in Council 
and the Minister - 'for the sake of 
uniformity and obvious benefits to 
this community inherent in such 
legislation'. 

"I've been through this Ordinance 
several times, sir, and I'm Mowed 
if I can see any benefits to this com¬ 
munity. The only benefits I can see 
are those benefits designed for .. 
to aid the Taxation Department. 

"In 21 days from now, as a result 
of this Ordinance — and I add that 
whilst it has been gazetted not a 
lot of information about the Ordin¬ 
ance and it s implications are known, 
and 1 further add that the Ordinance 
is not available for sale for anyone 
who might wish to purchase it to 
find out — ... a person or persons 
could be penalized $200 if a busi¬ 
ness name is not registered and in¬ 
cur further penalties thereafter if 
they are convicted. 

’The Ordinance also provides, 
amongst other things, that the busi¬ 
ness name should at all times be 
displayed in a conspicuous position 
on the outside of every place at 
which the business is carried on 
underttat name -- the penalty for 
that is $100 if you do not comply. 

"Sir, can you imagine how ridi¬ 
culous it would look to see the 
various tradesmen,should they be 
required to have their business 
names registered, running around 
with their not inconspicuous signs 
tacking them up here and there 
on the many job sites they may be 
working at. 

"Sir, this is Norfolk Island not 
Canberra or Sydney, and this is 17 
pages of legislation that we can 
well do without. 

"I would support the motion." 

Chairman: "Yes, well you support 
the motion. Meanwhile I remind 
you that it is die law." 


AUSTRALIA'S FAMILY LAW Act, 
which among other things had the 
good effect of "de-criminalising" 
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divorces, applies to Norfolk. It 
took effect at the beginning of 
1976, though Council didn’t hear 
about it until some time later in 
the year. When they did hear ab¬ 
out it they found what seemed an 
error in drafting that confused the 
Island's position under the Act. 

Apparently Norfolk courts had 
been authorised to handle matri¬ 
monial causes under the Act, but 
this authority was then cancelled 
by other legislation. Council ask¬ 
ed for clarification, which arrived 
in time for the January T2th meet¬ 
ing. 

The clarification was a letter 
from the Attorney-General's Depart¬ 
ment to the Department of Admin¬ 
istrative Services, which read in 
part: 

"I regret that consultation with 
your Department was overlooked 
when the proclamation phasing out 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court of Norfolk Island was being 
prepared. Even if it were desirable 
to do so, it is doubtful whether the 
effect of the Proclamation could 
be reversed... without an Act of 
Parliament..." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
think that the matter is self-evident¬ 
ly wrong. I think that the idea that 
the people on Norfolk Island must go 
to Sydney to get justice means that 
justice is not being properly admin¬ 
istered. 

"I think that the Norfolk Island Su¬ 
preme Court, which has dealt with 
divorce from the time there has been 
divorce, with the appropriate quorum - 
I think that the need at anybody's ex¬ 
pense to bring over a separate Family 
Law Court to deal with the matters 
is just an unwarranted expense. Not 
only that but in all my legal train¬ 
ing I've never heard the argument 
that it would take an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment to correct an error and that 
therefore the error should subsist 
when it's an error of any size. 

"An Act of Parliament to amend 
an Act, to amend an error, to re¬ 
move an error, is the most logical 
step - the most proper use of an Act 
of Parliament. 

"I think that the idea that we must 
now on Norfolk Island get our law in 
Sydney and have it carried out in 
remoteness, while still having to 
bring a Supreme Court across here, 
is only going to mean that first of 
all we go on paying for the Supreme 
Court and, secondly, on to that im¬ 
aginary list we get that people debit 
Norfolk Island tor costing, goes the 
cost of the Family Law Court. 

"I find this answer totally unsatis¬ 
factory." 
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LIVING 


Norfolk 


"THE WRONGEST THING I ever 
seen done, " says Peak Evans, "was 
the eviction of the old people from 
their homes at Kingston. Five or 
six policemen made them get out - 
they had no place to go. Capt. 
Elliott was Administrator." 

Peak was born on Norfolk in 1906 
at Kingston. His mother, who was 
born on Noumea, and his father, 
half Welsh but born on Norfolk were 
fortunate that they had a farm in 
the country they could move their 
family to after the eviction. 'Coun¬ 
try* was near where the Cascade 
Butchery & Abbatoire are now on 
Cascade Road. Peak missed the 
beach. He had to help on the prop¬ 
erty planting corn and potatoes - 
not commercially but for their own 
use and for friends as their contribu¬ 
tion to the barter system that worked 
so well for generations on Norfolk. 

He went to the local school and re¬ 
members schoolmaster, Passmore, 
as a 'good chap who'd been in the 
first World War*. 

Peak joined up in World War II 
to go overseas but they wouldn’t 
let him go. By this time he had be¬ 
come a butcher and he was needed 
on Norfolk as there were many Aust¬ 
ralian,: New Zealand and Norfolk 
soldiers here to feed. 

Peak.had learned butchering from 
his father under the old "don't do as 
I do ^ do as I tell you" method. He 
butchered for the old Hopkins Ltd., 



FEATURED IN THE 
"NORFOLK LIVING" 
INTERVIEW THIS 
MONTH: 


ANDREW 

"PEAK" 

EVANS 


Charlie Bennett and Nick Christian. 
He feels die quality of meat is pretty 
much die same now as it was then 
local beef being "much better than 
you can import". 

"A great footballer in the days 
when Rugby Union was played on 
Norfolk, Peak won the Dickett 
Shield 8 years out of 13 and was * 
allowed to keep it for 8. Accord¬ 
ing to tradition, it will always be¬ 
long to him. He can take it any 


time he likes. He still watches the 
games but found Rugby Union more 
interesting and faster. 

. An ardent gardener, Peak takes 
loving care of his beautifully plann¬ 
ed garden. Although very dry now, 
it is tidy and everything is well 
pruned and seed boxes planted out 
for next season. 

Totally self-sufficient* Peak does 
his own cooking and housekeeping. 

He built his island-style home him¬ 
self. He calls it an "American bung¬ 
alow * because it is built on different 
levels. It is as neat as a pin - even 
his dress shoes, riding boots and work 
shoes are polished so you can see 
yourself in them and are neatly 
placed in a straight row to one side of 
his clothes wardrobe - a handsome 
piece of furniture he built himself. 

A source of pride to Peak is bis 
bronze and gold Army badge which 
he has pinned in the lapel of his 
best suit. It is for serving in the 
Australian forces with distinction. 

But by far the most important 
thing in Peak's home is something he 
thinks may help keep Australia from 
taking over Norfolk Island complete¬ 
ly. Under lock and key is the ori¬ 
ginal grant from Queen Victoria to 
John Evans ( Senior), Peak's great 
grandfather, which grants him 52 
acres and 37 perches of land and 
says on the bottom: 

"... and the said John Evans 
(senior) his Heirs and Assigns 
will bold the said allotment 
forever..." 

Dated Feb. 14, 1859 

Convinced Australia wants the 
oil that could be on the Cbntinent- 
al shelf surrounding Norfolk, Peak 
says he reckons the Russian ships 
are looking for the same thing. 

He’s seen Russian ships "three nights 
in the same week at Puppies Point 
right up to the breakwater "and 
"five ships off Steeles Point at one 
time”. 

Peak’s family consists of four 
sons here on Norfolk (Pelley, Borry 
Lou and Leon); four daughters who v 
live off the Island; and seventeen 
grandchildren. They’re all fight¬ 
ing to keep Norfolk the way it, is. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
.ose at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
ouses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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tfELEN PAYNE 


BLENDER RECIPES; 

Scalloped Corn 

Into container tear 1 slice bread 
Cover and blend on high speed for 5 
seconds. Empty crumbs onto waxed 
paper. Into container put 
1 medium onion, sliced 
1 green pepper, seeded and coarse¬ 
ly sliced (I use a small tin) 

1 cup water 

Cover and blend on high speed for 3 
seconds. Empty vegetables into sieve 
to drain. Saute the chopped vegetab¬ 
les until soft but not browned in 2 



tablespoons butter. Into container put 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/8 teaspoon pepper 

2 tablespoons flour 

1 cup hot milk 

1 tablespoon soft butter 

£ teaspoon cayenne 

£ teaspoon dry mustard 

2 cups of creamed com or whole 

corn 

1 egg 

1 slice bread torn. 

Cover and blend on high speed for 5 
seconds. Empty into buttered cass¬ 
erole. Stir in onion and green pepp¬ 
er mixture. Sprinkle with reserved 
bread crumbs and dot with butter. 
Bake in a preheated 375 degree oven 
for 20 minutes or until bubbly and 
brown. Serves 4. Delicious served 
with salads, cold meat such as chick¬ 
en or pork and with a grilled steak. 


Banana Flip 

Into container put 

1 £ cups milk 

2 strips orange rind (may use lemon 
instead) 

1/8 teaspoon almost extract 
1 tablespoon honey 

1 large banana, peeled and quartered 
Cover and blend on high speed for 20 
seconds. Chill. Makes 2 drinks. 
Watermelon Punch 

Into container put 

Juice 1 lemon (use the concentrat¬ 
ed form if fresh lemons are un¬ 
obtainable) 

1 cup orange juice 
Fill container to top with 
Chunks of seeded watermelon 
Cover and turn motor on high. Re¬ 
move cover and, with motor on, drop 
in more watermelon chunks until liq¬ 
uid in container reaches almost to the 
top. Pour into goblets over crushed 
ice and garnish with mint. Serves 6. 



‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

I S LAN D-OWNED 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon.. Tues.. Fri. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special "Baked Dinner Island Style" 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - $8 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for 85 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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IT WOULD ALMOST seem hopeless 
to do any thing in our gardens at this 
time of writing my notes but there 
are a few things one can do. besides 
pulling out those poor dead plants, 
such as lifting glad, corms - even 
late flowering ones will die off quick¬ 
ly under present weather conditions. 
Also these same conditions are ideal 
for arch enemy mealy-bug, so, with 
this in mind, peel all "skin" off 
corms, remove old spent corm off 
: the bottom, dust well with Derris 
dust, or spread out corms on ground 
and spray well - when dry store in 
carton or old onion bag - be sure to 
let air circulate through corms. In 
about a fortnight, dust well, in the 
case where they have been sprayed, 
before storing. If any corms show 
signs of black waxy looking patches, 
burn these as it could be scab which 
is contagious. 

Cut back any shrubs that are show¬ 
ing sigps of die back or leaves dropp¬ 
ing badly due to dry Conditions - 
this leaves the root system with less 
to try and feed and when rains do 
come apply some fertilizer and the 
shrub will pick up more quickly than 
if it had a lot of half-dead wood. 

As quite a number of varieties of 
begonias are grown here on Norfolk, 

1 thought I would quote a few notes 
of interest I found about these plants. 

'There are 1,200 species besides 
countless hybrids. There are three 
basic groups which are as follows: - 
Croup 1 - Fibrous rooted - these 
include cane stemmed or angel-wing 
begonia, hairy begonia where both 
flower and foliage are covered with 
short bristle-like hairs. Wax begonia, 
which is short and branchy, used for 
edges in a lot of gardens, bloom near¬ 
ly all year. 

Group 2 - Rhizomes begonia, which 
have thick fleshy stems either creep¬ 
ing or upright. Rex, with their 
lovely tapestry-like leaves are also 
included in this group. 

Group 3 - is of tuberous rooted be¬ 
gonia. These are those beautiful 
summer flowering type, with their 
huge camelia-like blossoms in rich 
colours, including white, apricot, 
pink, red, yellows." 

I have two beautiful plants in 
flower at the moment -- they do 
give me great pleasure! 
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SHERRY IS ONE of the most versa¬ 
tile and popular drinks in the world 
and, story-wise, one of the most in¬ 
triguing. 

It can be made by a variety of tech¬ 
niques and one of the most interest¬ 
ing is the Flor process and. hereby, 
hangs a tale. 

For a long time Flor sherries were 
exctaferefy the preserve of a favour¬ 
ed area in Spain where an airborne 
yeast descended upon the vat of base 
wine and produced a truly mountain¬ 
ous head or "flower". 

As the yeast germs voraciously 
consumed the grape sugar they also 
finally produced a pale, dry sherry 
of considerable merit. 

In Australia there was a wonder¬ 
ful man, the late Leo Buring, whose 
family helped pioneer the Leasingham 
Valley wine area around Clare in 
South Australia. He was jealous of 
the Spaniard's sole right to this natu¬ 
ral phenomenon so, one day, he took 
himself to Spain where he wandered 
around talking and tasting. Event¬ 
ually he returned to the winery which 
had most impressed~him and, unob¬ 
served, tipped a measure of Flor 
sherry into his jacket pocket. 

* By die time he got back home he 
had a most beautiful mould in his 
coat which he rushed to Roseworthy 
Oenological College in Adelaide. 

The result was that Australia made 
the breakthrough in scientifically 
producing a Flor yeast and, in all fair¬ 
ness, passed on to Leo's hosts the se¬ 
cret which has since helped them 


by "VI NAS" 

--a private view of what is 
offering at Jtbe Liquor Bond 

through climatically poor years. 

The only Flor sherry in die Bond 
at present is Granfiesta by Quelltaler 
which winery, interestingly, was es¬ 
tablished near Clare by the Sobels 
family who for some years, marketed 
their products jointly with Bu rings. 

My one criticism is of the over- 
worded label which proclaims "Dry 
Pale Flor Fino" which, in other words, 
tells us it is dry, pale, pale and dry 
and dry. Otherwise it is good value 
<g> $2.40. 

A 

ALL MIXED drinks were invented, 
by someone, for a reason -- amuse¬ 
ment, expression of creativity, the 
wish to please someone else, and 
in a few cases to commemorate a 
cause. 

In Cuba many years ago someone 
put a tot of the native, rum into a 
glass of Coca-Cola and named the 
combination a "Cuba libra" - for 
"a free Cuba". 

With that historical precedent, a 
new recipe for the occasion on Nor¬ 
folk at the moment: 

Lub-be Norfolk 
One tot seafarer's-style rum 
One dash Angostura bitters 
Top up with cola 
Serve in tall glass with ice. 

The bitters adds a touch of dryness 
and authenticity to the flavour of 
the drink. 

Before the first sip, clink glasses 
and salute, "lub-be Norfolk" -- 
let Norfolk be. 



WHEN RAIN is so much needed, one 
hears the many versions of nature’s 
way of foretelling signs of coming 
rain -- such as the call of the doves, 
movements of ants, and so forth -- 
but the strangest if these I have 
heard was not of forthcoming rains 
but of the "whale harvest" in the 
days when the whaling station was 
operating at Cascades. 

An elderly Islander was visiting 
me and we were looking at loquat 
trees which were very heavily laden 
with blossom, when she made the 


following observation - "Just look 
at the loquat trees - it will be a 
good year for whales”. For the life 
of me I could not see the connection 
between the loquats and the whales. 

1 am afraid I cannot remember if it 
was a good season for whales or for 
whalers that year, but I have a feel¬ 
ing it was for the former for that was 
the last season the station operated. 

I do admit that die students of na¬ 
ture are very often very right in 
what they see as signs of the kind of 
seasons that may be expected and 
this has often stood in good stead 
when bean cropping was of prime 
importance. 

I wonder if nature will have any 
bearing in today’s vexed question? 

I have my doubts -- few politicians 
study nature except when it suits 
to do so. 


February 1977 
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WHAT A BEAUTIFUL SOUND!! Rain. 
Huge drops drumming on tin roofs, 
trickling along gutterings, and wash¬ 
ing all the dusty dry gardens. The 
children too shouted excitedly, “It's 
raining" Even the cows along the 
roads seem happier as they slurped 
from puddles at the road sides. 

Why are we so excited about rain? 
Norfolk has been through the driest 
year on record, I believe. Beaut 
weather for holiday-makers, and for 
glorious days on the beach, but the 
hills and gardens have been parched, 
wells have dried up, and lots of 
people have had to buy water for 
everyday use. Things have been 
grim! But, as the bush pessimist said 
in the poem by Father Patrick Harti- 
gan, who wrote under the pen-name 
of John O'Brien, in his poem 'Said 
Hannahan' - “In God's good time - 
down came the rain", and it won't 
be long before tanks are full again, 
and Norfolk will once more be like 
a green jewel in the ocean. 

For people on holiday, the wea¬ 
ther has been ideal most of the time, 
although there was one short time 
when fogs fell low over the Island 
and made it impossible for aircraft 
to land. It's really eerie to hear the 
planes circling overhead and not be¬ 
ing able to see them. On such occa¬ 
sions the planes must fly on to Auck¬ 
land or Noumea in New Caledonia 
to return when the weather has clear¬ 
ed here. 

Almost as popular as the beaches 
during the day, the barbecue spots 
around the Island have been much 
used during the evenings which have 
been so calm and clear, just right 
for eating outdoors. One Sunday 
evening during the month the bands 
on the Island got together down in 
the Youth Centre compound and 
gave a “Pop Festival". The “sound" 
was tremendous; cars were parked 
three deep in a semi-circle around 
the compound. It must've been 
heartening for the musicians to see 
they were so well supported. I be¬ 
lieve -the music; carried right across 
Kingston to Bum floras. I'm sure all 
those barbecuing in the.Kingston 
area that night thoroughly enjoyed 
the "added" attraction. 


Another very popular event held 
at the beginning.of the month was 
the New Year's Day race meeting 
heid down at Kingston. The race 
track circles the golf course The 
riders and trainers had spent many 
hours early in the mornings and then 
again after work training and feed¬ 
ing their horses for many weeks pre¬ 
ceding the day. Even though there 
are only three prize-winning places 
in each event everyone who took part 
is to be commended for the time and 
effort they had put into preparing 
their horses to provide a terrific day's 
entertainment. The weather was i- 
deal; a large crowd gathered to watch. 
Culla Graham riding Karn won the 
1600 metre race - the longest of the 
day - first prize being $200. Allan 
Bataille on his young horse, Tarla, 
came second, with Ian Buffett in 
third place on Culla's mare. Snuff. 
Culla and Allan won several places 
during the day. Other prize winners 
included Linda Wood and Marilyn 
Quintal. A most successful day, 
thanks to the RSL and their ladies 
who worked hard to provide a very 
tasty barbecue lunch. 

The Wives and Mothers Club or¬ 
ganized an outing during the month 
to help occupy the children during 
the holidays. About eight mothers 
went along who had between them 
about 50 children! It was a very re¬ 
laxing two or three hours (believe it 
or not!). Everyone had a picnic 
lunch under the shade of the magnol¬ 
ia trees out at the Mission Chapel be¬ 
fore setting off to visit the Melanes¬ 
ian Mission's cemetery. A most 
pleasant walk. The children thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed running down into 
the valley and swinging on the sturdy 
vines. Most of us then had to report 
at the hospital to have some quite 
grubby children immunized at the 
special clinic in preparation for their 
starting school in February. 

It's a pity really there weren't 
more members of the Wives and 
Mothers Club present at the last meet¬ 
ing to join in the hilarity and laughter 
as members read out each other's po¬ 
ems. Twelve poems in all were sub¬ 
mitted - a great effort! Perhaps all 
were too frightened not to bring 
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something along in case they had to 
do "pennance"! Only three mem¬ 
bers were caught --I’m sure they* 11 
enter the competition next time no 
matter what it is! 

Crowds of people flocked to the 
Airport last week to welcome a Maori 
troupe arriving from New Zealand. 

The only other time that I have seen 
such a crowd of people and cars at 
the airport was when Governor-Gen¬ 
eral Kerr and his wife arrived. 

The Tiritea Maori group has come 
to Norfolk through the sponsorship of 
the local Lions Club. As was ex¬ 
plained by Brian, their spokesman, 
to audiences at their shows airRaw- 
son Hall, they did not come to •en¬ 
ter tain** but to SHARE their culture 
with those present. 

One show was presented especially 
as a matinee for the children and boys 
were shown how to do the Haka, while 
girls learned an action song - and all 
learned a Maori welcome. 

To begin their evening show the 
group sang a hymn - a traditional 
opening; and then they presented the 
Maori concept of Creation. The aud¬ 
ience was then welcomed by a speech 
in Maori, which was quite a long 
speech that meant "Hello; how are 
you?* 

The men's Hakas were so stren¬ 
uous and the men so obviously ab¬ 
sorbed in what they were doing that 
they must be very tired by the end, 
or they are really fit gentlemen. 

The action songs by the wo‘ .ien 
were most gracefully presented, the 
voices of the men and women har¬ 
monising beautifully. The Poi dances 
were fabulous. Apparently in days 
gone by the young Maori ladies learn¬ 
ed to do the Poi dance as gracefully 
(and seductively) as possible, in or¬ 
der to attract the young men. 

One of the Poi dances was perform¬ 
ed on the darkened stage with only 
ultra violet lighting. The white balls 
and cords of the Poi were the only 
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things visible. It looked most effect¬ 
ive and the rhythm and timing was 
faultless. 

There were touches of humour 
through the show especially when the 
Maori ladies came down into the 
audience and each of them found a 
man to take on stage to learn how to 
Haka! What a sight some of the 
men created. On the night we attend¬ 
ed the Show, the first man up on stage 
set a precedent by throwing off his 
shirt and singlet. Soon there were 
half-naked men prancing around the 
stage of Rawson Hall so obviously en¬ 
joying the spirit of the whole idea. 

In fact they had two groups of men 
up but it was different when the lad¬ 
ies were asked to go up and learn an 
action song! Only one small group 
of ladies got up. Wonder if ladies 
are more inhibited than men? 

The Tiritea group presented folk 
songs, proverbs, a short skit about 
"immigration", chants and love- 
songs. Some of their customs were 
explained - one being that once upon 
a time the only "courting" vehicle 
was the canoe. This was followed 
by a song, in English, titled "C*n I 
canoe you up the river"! 

In all, the show was beautifully 
relaxed and informal, really as if 
we (the audience) shared with them. 
There were some very moving se¬ 
quences, but the most moving, I 
think, for the Norfolk Islanders, was 
the presentation of "The Ship of 
Fame". It made me feel all goosey. 

It was sung first in English, then in 
the Maori fashion with actions. A 
most beautiful finale to the evening 
and a wonderful gesture on the part 
of the group. 

Apart from the shows at Rawson 
Hall, the group has sung for the Sen¬ 
ior Citizens, and for some of the 
old folk who are unable to leave 
their homes. 

I believe the group is made up of 
University students and their husbands/ 
wives, who wish to preserve Maori 
customs. Here’s hoping we might 
see them back again some day. 

Well, the school holidays are al¬ 
most over - how the time has flown! 
The older children are already gett¬ 
ing together pencils, clothes, and 
pictures to paste on their new school 
books. And another group of child¬ 
ren is preparing for their first year 
of school. The Infant girls are to 
have new uniforms this year, and 
should look lovely in them - a sim¬ 
ple style which can. be^sedin win- . 
ter with navy skivvy and tights for 
extra warmth. Playcentre children 
will commence again on February 
7. These are the children who will 
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move into the brand new Playcentre 
in Term 2. It’s hard to believe 
that the dream of a Norfolk Island 
Playcentre is almost a reality. 

Through this column we try to 
bring you a glimpse of what happ - 
ens here on die island during each 
month. Perhaps you would also 
like to hear this time what a regu¬ 
lar visitor thinks of life here on Nor¬ 
folk: 


Out there in the Pacific 
The Island is terrific 
A tiny speck in the ocean 
That sparkle^off emotion. 

Norfolk Island is it*s name 
For lots of woe it gets the blame, 

To convicts in its early years 
It conjured ugjots of fears. 

The isle today is full of peace 
Catering for Auntie, Uncle, Niece, 
Qantas delivering on the dot 
Which to many is their favourite 
spot. m 

Aussies, Kiwis are all here 
Not just to sip another beer. 

Fishing, golfing, riding, shopp¬ 
ing 

Later dining with corks a-popping. 

The South Pacific is rather posh 
Friday night at Paradise, oh by gosh 
Norfolk is always building anew 
Catering for many not for the few. 

Golf on Norfolk takes great skill 
To hit and manouvre die little 
white pill 

To miss all hazards, cow pats and all 

You often curse the little white ball. 
*** 

Duty-free shopping a marvellous 
thing 

You should hear the registers ring 

Gifts galore are taken back 

Stowed in aircraft, seat and rack. 

*** 

Marie's buses are always full 
Up Mount Pitt - boy, what a pull 
Cascade, Kingston, Burnt Pine too 
Norfolk grandeur for all to view. 

Yes. this is a wonderful place, 

A beaut haven for the human race, 
Hands off Australia and take heed. 
Don’t spoil this place by hasty deed. 
*** 


Cheerio! -- 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


I IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes. aU 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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